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generality and increasing complexity, and that they
be pursued in this direction at least to include the
science upon which the chosen specialty directly
rests. In the case of sociology, this is of course to
cover the entire range of the sciences, but in reality,
this is nothing more than any well organized curric-
ulum necessarily involves, and even the mathemati-
cian often goes through the entire course.

It could be easily shown that sociology not only
depends upon psychology and biology for its funda-
mental principles, but that the phenomena of human
association would be seriously affected by any modi-
fication, in the more general laws of the physical
universe. Consider how different would be the
affairs of men if the angle which the plane of the
earth's orbit makes with the ecliptic were consider-
ably greater or less, so as materially to affect the
seasons. So if the laws of motion, of gravitation,
or of light and heat vibration were other than they
are, the social, and indeed the whole organic world,
would be correspondingly different. Chemical phe-
nomena still more closely influence animals and
men, and it goes without saying that vital and
psychic phenomena are what immediately govern
and shape those of the human and social world.

The primary data of sociology, then, are seen to
consist of this general preliminary scientific educa-
tion, this firm grasp of the broad cosmical principles
that underlie and govern all departments of natural
phenomena, But it is just this, as already remarked,